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W
Y WAS A MA� W
O COMMI��E� �O SI�

�AISE� U� O� A S�AKE?

��e a�swe� �o ��is ques�io� �as ��o�uce� co���o�e�sy a�� e��o� e�e� 

si�ce ��e �ays o� ��e A�os��es. I� is ��e �asis o� ��e e��o� ��a� cause� ��e 

S�i�i� �o mo�e ��e A�os��e �o�� �o w�i�e, “ 
e�e�y k�ow ye ��e ��i�i� o� Go�: 

E�e�y s�i�i� ��a� co��esse�� ��a� �esus C��is� is come i� ��e ��es� is o� Go�: . A�� 

e�e�y s�i�i� ��a� co��esse�� �o� ��a� �esus C��is� is come i� ��e ��es� is �o� o� 

Go�: a�� ��is is ��a� s�i�i� o� a��ic��is�, w�e�eo� ye �a�e �ea�� ��a� i� s�ou�� 

comeǲ a�� e�e� �ow a��ea�y is i� i� ��e wo���.Ȅ I �o�. Ś:Ř-3.

I� ��e �ays o� ��e A�os��es “ ��e �ai��Ȅ was ��oc�aime� wi��ou� ‘�ea� 

o� �a�ou�Ȃ. �au�, �e�e�, �u�e a�� �o�� “ ea��es��y co��e��(e�Ǽ �o� ��e �ai�� 

w�ic� was o�ce �e�i�e�e� u��o ��e sai��s .Ȅ ���e 1:3. As a �esu�� o� ��ei� 

�ea��ess ‘co��e��i�gȂ ��e e��o�is�s �ou�� �o ��ace i� ��e commu�i�ies ��a� 

u��e�� ��e �ai��. “ Li���e c�i���e�, i� is ��e �as� �ime: a�� as ye �a�e �ea�� ��a� 

a��ic��is� s�a�� come, e�e� �ow a�e ��e�e ma�y a��ic��is�sǲ w�e�e�y we k�ow 

��a� i� is ��e �as� �ime. ŗ9 T�ey we�� ou� ��om us, �u� ��ey we�e �o� o� usǲ �o� 

i� ��ey �a� �ee� o� us, ��ey wou�� �o �ou�� �a�e co��i�ue� wi�� us: �u� ��ey 

we�� ou�, ��a� ��ey mig�� �e ma�e ma�i�es� ��a� ��ey we�e �o� a�� o� us.Ȅ I �o�. 

Ř:1Ş-19. �o�ay ��e�e a�e �ew �oices ��e�a�e� �o “ ea��es��y co��e�� �o� ��e 

�ai�� w�ic� was o�ce �e�i�e�e� u��o ��e sai��s .Ȅ As a �esu�� ��ose �o��i�g e��o�, 

co�ce��i�g ��e ques�io� �ose� a�o�e, �a��e� ��a� ‘ go ou� ��om us Ȃ, co��i�ue 

“ �o �eac� a�� �o se�uceȄ ��e se��a��s o� Go�. 

E��o� co�ce��i�g ��e �i�i�e �u��ose i� ��e �ea�� o� ��e So� o� Ma� was 

�o� co��i�e� �o ��e A�os�o�ic �e�io�, i� co��i�ue� o� a��e�wa��, a�� came 

�o ma�u�i�y i� ��e es�a��is�me�� o� “ ��e �a� o� �i� Ȅ. 
owe�e� e�e� ��a� �i� 

�o� see ��e e�� �o ��e co���o�e�sy. Si�ce ��e u�co�e�i�g o� T�e T�u�� i� ŗ848, 

��e same Ques�io� �as �e�ea�e��y a���ic�e� ��e ecc�esia o� Go�, a�� u��o ��e 

��ese�� �ay ��e co��usio� a�� e��o� �as �o� �ee� e�a�ica�e�.

��e cu��e�� e��o�s co�ce��i�g ��e sac�i�ice o� ��e So� o� Go� a�e a 

�i�ec� �esu�� o� u�c�ea� a�� im��ecise ��i�ki�g o� ��e �eac�i�g o� Ge�esis 

ř, a�� i� �a��icu�a� �.ŗś. “A�� I wi�� �u� e�mi�y �e�wee� ��ee a�� ��e woma�, 

a�� �e�wee� ��y see� a�� �e� see�ǲ i� s�a�� ��uise ��y �ea�, a�� ��ou s�a�� ��uise 

�is �ee�.Ȅ Ge�. 3:15.

��e�e a�e �wo ‘�ai�sȂ o� �a��ici�a��s i� ��is �e�seǲ ��e Se��e�� a�� 

��e Woma�, a�� ��e See� o� ��e Se��e�� a�� ��e See� o� ��e Woma� . 
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��e �i�s� �ai� is si�gu�a� a�� ��e seco�� �ai� is ��u�a� . ��is �u��ame��a� 

issue is c�i�ica� �o a co��ec� i��e���e�a�io�, a�� mus� �o� �e �os� sig�� o�.

Si�gu�a�:

�er�e�t

�oma�

��u�a�:

�ee� o� �er�e�t

�ee� o� �oma�

��om ��is �oi�� �o�wa�� ��ese �ou� �a��ici�a��s �ecome sym�o�s, �u� 

w�a� �o ��ey sym�o�ise? Wo�ki�g ���oug� ��em i� �e�e�se o��e� a��ows 

us �o s�a�� wi�� ��e mos� �ami�ia�.

�ee� o� t�e �oma� 

�
E �ee� o� ��e Woma� is u�i�e�sa��y a�� co��ec��y u��e�s�oo� 

�o �e C��is�. 
owe�e�, u��e�s�a��i�g T�e �ys�e�y o� Go��i�ess , o� Go� 

�a�i�es�a�io�, we wou�� k�ow ��a� C��is� is ��e 
EA� O� �
E �O�Y, a �o�y 

com��ise� o� a Mu��i�u�e “ ��a� �o ma� ca� �um�e �Ȅ. So ��e �ee� o� t�e 

�oma� �as �ecome a sym�o� �o� ��e Ecc�e�ia o� �eit¢ wi�� C��is� as 

��e 
ea� - ��e O�E �O�Y o� C��is�. So ��a� ��e �ee� o� ��e Woma� is �o�� 

si�gu�a� a�� ��u�a� .

�ee� o� t�e �er�e�t

W�a� �oes ��e �ee� o� ��e �e��e�� sym�o�ise i� Sc�i��u�e? ��is s�ou�� 

�e easy �o �e�e�mi�e, a�� o� u�i�e�sa� acce��a�ce. Sc�i��u�e �as se�e�a� 

e¡am��es o� w�a� Se��e��s o� �i�e�s sym�o�iseǲ ��a� is, ��e Mu��i�u�e 

��a� make u� ��e �u�k o� �uma�i�y, ��ose �u�e� �y ��e same ��i�ki�g ��a� 

��e Se��e�� e¡�i�i�e� i� Ge�esis ř. �o�� ��e �a��ise�, i� s�eaki�g �o ��e 

��a�isees a�� Sa��ucees, sai�: “ � ge�e�a�io� o� �i�e�s, w�o �a�� wa��e� 

you �o ��ee ��om ��e w�a�� �o come? Ȅ MȂt. 3:7 (see a�so �Ȃk 3:7Ǽ. ��e So� o� 

Go� sai� �o ��e ��a�isees. “ � ge�e�a�io� o� �i�e�s , �ow ca� ye, �ei�g e�i�, 

s�eak goo� ��i�gs? �o� ou� o� ��e a�u��a�ce o� ��e �ea�� ��e mou�� s�eake�� .Ȅ 

MȂt. 1Ř:3Ś . Agai�, s�eaki�g �o ��e ��a�isees, “ Ye se��e��s, ye ge�e�a�io� o� 

�i�e�s, �ow ca� ye esca�e ��e �am�a�io� o� �e��?Ȅ MȂt. Ř3: 33. I� is c�ea� ��om 

��ese ���ee uses o� ��e �e�m Se��e��s o� �i�e�s, ��a� i� eac� case ��e�e we�e 

ma�y o� ��em, a ge�e�a�io�ǲ so ��e �e�m c�ea��y �e�e�s �o �eo��e w�oȂs �ea�� 

o� mi�� is �u�e� o� go�e��e� �y ‘se��e�� ��i�ki�gȂ. As a ge�e�a�io� co�sis�s 

o� ma�y i��i�i�ua�s, ��e Sym�o� a���ies �o �o�� si�gu�a� a�� ��u�a� See�. 

�e¡� we �ook a� ��e si�gu�a� �e�ms �o u��e�s�a�� w�a� ��ey sym�o�ise.
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T�e �er�e�t 

��e Se��e�� i� ��e Ga��e� was �o� ma�e i� ��e ‘�ike�essȂ o� E�o�im, 

as was A�am, i� �i� �o� �a�e ��e me��a� a�i�i�y �o �e�ie�e. As a �esu�� o� i�s 

�imi�e� me��a� a�i�i�ies, i� cou�� �o� �e�ie�e! ��e Se��e�� cou�� o��y ��i�k 

ca��a��y, ��a� is, acco��i�g �o ��e �us�s o� i�s�i�c�s o� i�s ��es�. ��ese �us�s o� 

i�s�i�c�s a�e ��i�e� �y �e�y �asic �aws �ui�� i��o i�s ��ysica� co�s�i�u�io�. 

�o g�as� �i�i�e i�eas, suc� as mo�a�i�y a�� �e�ie�, a�e �u�c�io�s ��a� we�e 

im�ossi��e �o� i� �o �e��o�m. I� was �o� a� i��e��io�a� �ia�, �u� �ecause o� i�s 

i�a�i�i�y �o �e�ie�e i� �ecame ‘��e �a��e� o� a �ieȂ. �o�� Ş:ŚŚ .
I� �oma�s 8, �au� w�i�es o� ��is i�a�i�i�y o� ��e “ ca��a� mi��Ȅ �o 

u��e�s�a�� a�� �e�ie�e, o� as �au� �u�s i�, �o �e “su��ec� �o ��e �aw o� Go�Ȅ. 

“�ecause ��e ca��a� mi�� is e�mi�y agai�s� Go�: �o� i� is �o� su��ec� �o ��e �aw 

o� Go�, �ei��e� i��ee� ca� �e .Ȅ Rom. Ş:7. ��e “ca��a� mi��Ȅ, o� �e��e�, ��e 

‘ ��i�ki�g o� ��e ��es� Ȃ, w�ic� o�igi�a�e� i� ��e Se��e��Ȃs ��ai�, is �o� ca�a��e o� 

�ei�g su��ec� �o ��e �aw o� Go�. ��es� ��i�ki�g �oes �o� �e�ie�e ��e �aw o� 

Go�, a�� c�ooses �o ‘se��eȂ ��e �us�s o� ��e ��es�. I� is a� E�mi�y, o� a� Wa�* 

wi�� ��e ��i�ki�g o� Go�. ��is is ��e ma�o� ��o��em, o� weak�ess, i� �a��e� 

A�amic �a�u�e. “�o� ��e goo� ��a� I wou�� I �o �o�: �u� ��e e�i� w�ic� I wou�� 

�o�, ��a� I �o. 20 Now i� I �o ��a� I wou�� �o�, i� is �o mo�e I ��a� �o i�, �u� si� ��a� 

�we��e�� i� me. 2ŗ I �i�� ��e� a �aw, ��a�, w�e� I wou�� �o goo�, e�i� is ��ese�� wi�� 

me. 22 �o� I �e�ig�� i� ��e �aw o� Go� a��e� ��e i�wa�� ma�: 2ř �u� I see a�o��e� 

�aw i� my mem�e�s, wa��i�g agai�s� ��e �aw o� my mi��, a�� ��i�gi�g me i��o 

ca��i�i�y �o ��e �aw o� si� w�ic� is i� my mem�e�s .Ȅ Rom. 7:19-Ř3.

I� ��ese �e�ses, �au� �esc�i�es a ‘wa�Ȃ, ��e e�mi�y o� Ge�. ř:ŗś, a wa� 

�e�wee� ‘goo�Ȃ a�� ‘e�i�Ȃ. �au� says ��a� w�e� �e wa��s �o �e��o�m ��a� 

w�ic� is ‘goo�Ȃ, �e �i��s ��a� �e �ai�s, a�� i�s�ea� �e��o�ms ‘e�i�Ȃ. �o� ��a� 

��e A�os��e was o�e o� ��e See� o� ��e Se��e��, �u� ��a� a��, e¡ce��i�g ��e 

So� o� Go�, ��eque���y �ai� �o u��o�� ��e �aw o� Go�. ��e co�c�usio� o� ��e 

A�os��e is ��a� ��e�e a�e �wo �aws ‘a� wa�Ȃ a� wo�kǲ o�e �e ca��s “��e �aw o� 

Go�Ȅ �.22, ��e o��e� �e ca��s “��e �aw o� si�Ȅ �.2ř.

��e Se��e�� �e��ese��s ��is “ �aw o� si�Ȅ i� ou� ‘mem�e�sȂ, w�ic� i� we 

‘se��eȂ, makes us �ee� o� ��e �e��e��. I� is a ‘��i�ki�gȂ ��ocess, ��a� o�ce i� 

o�e�a�io� makes i� im�ossi��e �o� ��e �aw o� Go� �o o�e�a�e. As ��e A�os��e 

says, ��e �o�m o� ��i�ki�g ge�e�a�e� �y ��e �aw o� si� “ is �o� su��ec� �o ��e �aw 

o� Go�, �ei��e� i��ee� ca� �e .Ȅ Suc� ‘��i�ki�gȂ ��o�uces ��e Se��e��s ��oge�y, o� 

See� o� ��e Se��e��. “Ye a�e o� you� �a��e� ��e �e�i�, a�� ��e �us�s o� you� �a��e�  ye 
wi�� �o. 
e was a mu��e�e� ��om ��e �egi��i�g, a�� a�o�e �o� i� ��e ��u��, �ecause 

��e�e is �o ��u�� i� �im. W�e� �e s�eake�� a �ie, �e s�eake�� o� �is ow�: �o� �e is a �ia�, 

* ��gerȂ� �i��e �ictio�ar¢ gi�es a �e�y goo� ‘�e�i�i�io�Ȃ o� e�mi�y - “i��eco�ci�a��e 

�a��e�Ȅ, w�ic� is i� �a�mo�y wi�� ��e wo��s o� �au� i� �om.8:ŝ.
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a�� ��e �a��e� o� i�. �o�� Ş:ŚŚ. I� ��ese wo��s ��e So� o� Go� is s�owi�g ��a� 

�e��e�� a�� �e�i� (G�. �ia�o�osǼ a�e sy�o�yms, �wo �ames �o� ��e same ��i�g 

- ��e �a  o� �i� - w�ic� o�igi�a�e� ��om ��e ‘ca��a�Ȃ o� ��es� ��i�ki�g o� ��e 

Se��e�� �ei�g a�o��e�, a�� ac�e� u�o�, �y E�e ��e� A�am. ��e C��is� is 

sayi�g ��a� ��e se��e��Ȃs ‘��i�ki�gȂ ma�e �im “a �ia�Ȅ, a�� “a mu��e�e�Ȅ

 �ecause ��e Se��e��Ȃs ��i�ki�g �esu��e� i� si�, a�� �ea�� was ��e �esu�� o� si�. 

As �au� �u�s i� i� �oma�s 6, “��e wages o� si� is �ea��Ȅ . Rom. Ŝ:Ř3.

T�e �oma� 

As we saw ��om ��e wo��s o� ��e So� o� Go�, See� o� C�i���e� a�e 

‘�ego��e�Ȃ �y a ‘�a��e�Ȃ, “ Ye a�e o� you� �a��e� ��e �e�i� .Ȅ 

��e A�os��e �au�, i� s�eaki�g o� ��e o��e� c�ass o� See�, �u�s i� ��is way: 

“�o� i� C��is� �esus I �a�e �ego��e� you ���oug� ��e gos�e� .Ȅ I Cor. Ś:15. “�o� ye 

a�e a�� ��e c�i���e� o� Go� �y �ai�� i� C��is� �esus.Ȅ Ga�. 3:ŘŜ. “�� �is ow� wi�� �ega� 

�e us wi�� ��e wo�� o� ��u��, ��a� we s�ou�� �e a ki�� o� �i�s���ui�s o� �is c�ea�u�es.Ȅ 
�ame� 1:1Ş. ��e Wo��, o� �aw o� Go�, is ��e ‘�ege��i�g age��‘ o� ��ese c�i���e�. 

“�y ��is we k�ow ��a� we �o�e ��e c�i���e� o� Go�, w�e� we �o�e Go�, a�� kee� 

�is comma��me��s. Ȅ I �o�� 5:Ř. ��e “c�i���e� o� Go�Ȅ a�e ��ose w�o “kee� �is 

comma��me��sȄ, o� ��e �aw o� Go�. ��ose w�o “kee� �is comma��me��sȄ a�e 

��e See� o� ��e Woma� . I� ��e�e�o�e �o��ows ��a� T�e �oma� mus� �e a sym�o� 

o� ��a� �ege��i�g age��, “��e wo�� o� ��u��Ȅ, T�e �a  o� Go� .

��e com��e�e� �a��e o� Sym�o�s is as �o��ows - 

�er�e�t - �a  o� �i�

�oma� - �a  o� Go�

�ee� o� �er�e�t - T�o�e  �oȂ� ‘t�i�ki�gȂ i� �egotte� �¢ ��e Law o� Si�

�ee� o� �oma� - T�o�e  �oȂ� ‘t�i�ki�gȂ i� �egotte� �¢ ��e Law o� Go�

I� we a���y ��is ‘so�u�io�Ȃ o� ��e Sym�o�s �o Sc�i��u�e, we �i�� ��a� ma�y 

�assages �ecome mo�e s�a���y �e�i�e�, a�� �o �o� �esu�� i� ��e co���a�ic�o�y 

a�� i��ogica� �esu��s ��a� a�ise w�e� we a���y - �e��e�� equa�s T�a�sg�essio� .
A �ec�a�a�io� o� ��e ��u�� �e�ea�e� i� ��e �i��e, commo��y ca��e� 

‘ ��e �ec�a�a�io� Ȃ �as c�ea��y s�a�e�, si�ce ��e �ays o� ��o��e� �o�e��s u��i� 

�ece���y (��e cu��e�� �i�mi�g�am e�i�io� �ea�es ou� ��e wo��s ‘ i� ��e ��es� Ȃ 

a�� ‘su��ec�i�eȂǼ, ��e ‘�e�i�i�io�Ȃ o� T�e �evi�, as �o��ows: 

��III-�
E �E�I� - W�o is �e ? I� is o� g�ea� im�o��a�ce �o u��e�s�a�� 
��is ques�io�, �ecause ��e So� o� Go� was ma�i�es�e� e¡��ess�y �o� 
��e �u��ose o� �es��oyi�g ��e �e�i� a�� �is wo�ks (ŗ ��o. iii. 8ǲ 
e�. 
ii. ŗ4Ǽ. T�e mi��io� o� C�ri�t i�, t�ere�ore, im�er�ect�¢ ���er�too� 
 �e� t�e �at�re o� t�e �i��e �evi� i� �ot com�re�e��e�. I� wi�� 

4



�e �ou�� u�o� e¡ami�a�io� ��a� ��e �e�i� is �o� (as is commo��y 
su��ose�Ǽ a �e�so�a�, su�e��a�u�a� age�� o� e�i�, a��, ��a� i� �ac�, 
��e�e is �o suc� �EI�G i� e¡is�e�ce. T�e �evi� i� a �cri�t�ra� 
�er�o�i�icatio� o� �i� i� t�e ��e��,  i� i�s se�e�a� ��ases o� ma�i�es�a�io� 
— ����ective, i��i�i�ua�, agg�ega�e, socia�, a�� �o�i�ica�, i� �is�o�y, 
cu��e�� e¡�e�ie�ce, a�� ��o��ecyǲ a��e� ��e s�y�e o� me�a��o� w�ic� 
s�eaks o� wis�om as a woma�, �ic�es as MAMMO� a�� ��e go� o� ��is 
wo���, si� as a mas�e�, &c.

�o�ice ��e s�eci�ic wo��i�g: “T�e �evi� i� a Sc�i��u�a� �e�so�i�ica�io� o� 

si� i� ��e ��es� i� it� �evera� ��a�e� o� ma�i�e�tatio�— “

��e �e�i� o� 
o�y Sc�i��u�e is a “�e�so�i�ica�io� o� si� i� ��e ��es�Ȅ, 

�o� ‘ ��a�sg�essio�Ȃ, o� ‘ac�s o� si�Ȃ. C��is�a�e���ia� �oc��i�e, ��om ��e �ays 

o� ��e���e� ��omas a�� �o�e��s, �as ��oc�aime� �
E �E�I� �o �e ��e 

“�e�so�i�ica�io� o� si� i� ��e ��es�Ȅ,  “a �aw i� (ou�Ǽ mem�e�sȄ, �o� ‘ac�s  o� si�Ȃ. �o 

say ��a� ��e �e�i� a�� Si� a�e ��e same ��i�g is, a� ��e �e�y �eas� am�iguous, 

a� ��e wo�s� �oc��i�a� e��o�. 

I� E��is Is�ae�, �. ŗ0ŗ ( �ogos E�i�io�Ǽ, ��o��e� ��omas, quo�es ��om I �o�� 

ř:8, “�o� ��is �u��ose ��e �o� o� Go� was ma�i�es�e�, ��a� �e mig�� �es��oy ��e 

wo�ks o� ��e �e�i� .Ȅ Comme��i�g o� ��is ��o��e� ��omas w�i�esǲ “It i� c�ear to 

m¢ mi�� t�at si� i� t�e t�i�g re�erre� to �¢ t�e a�o�t�e i� t�e  or� �e�i� .Ђ
��o��e� ��omas co��i�ues o� ��e same �age, “
e�ce, t�e �evi� a�� �i�, 

t�o�g� �i��ere�t  or��, re�re�e�t t�e �ame t�i�g.Ȅ  . . .
“��e wo�ks o� t�e �evi�, or evi� o�e, are ��e wo�ks o� �i�. I��ivi��a��¢, 

t�e¢ are “��e wo�ks o� ��e ��es�Ȅ ex�i�ite� i� t�e �ive� o� �i��er�ǲȄ 

We �ee� �o �ake �a��icu�a� �o�e ��a� ��o��e� ��omas �oes �o� say ��a� ‘ ��e 

��i�g re�erre� toȂ �y ��e wo�� �e�i� is ��a�sg�essio�, �e makes i� c�ea� ��a� “��e 

wo�ksȄ come ��om “��e ��es�Ȅ. 

‘T�e t�i�g re�erre� to �¢ t�e A�o�t�e . is ��e Law o� Si� a�� �ea�� , 
�e�so�i�ie� as “��e �e�i�Ȅ . I� is ��is �aw, ��e wo�ks o� w�ic� �au� �ame��s i� 

�om. ŝ:ŗş-2ř. �o�� is sayi�g, i� I �o�� ř:8, “ ��e �o� o� Go� was ma�i�es�e�, ��a� 

�e mig�� �es��oy ��e wo�ks o� ��e �e�i�, Ȅ��a� is, ��e ��e wo�ks o� ��e ��es� . See 
a�so E��is �.ŗ2ş, “��e wo�� si� is use� i� �wo ��i�ci�a� acce��a�io�s i� ��e 

sc�i��u�e .Ȅ

��e �e�i�, �o �ia�o�os, a�� si� i� ��e ��es�, o� ��e Law o� �i� i� (ou�Ǽ 

�em�e�s, a�e ��e same ��i�g. I� is ��e �oo� o� a�� ac�s o� si�. I� is ��a� w�ic� 

C��is� came �o ‘�es��oyȂ ���oug� �is �ea��. “ �o�asmuc� ��e� as ��e c�i���e� 

a�e �a��ake�s o� ��es� a�� ��oo�, �e a�so �imse�� �ikewise �ook �a�� o� ��e sameǲ ��a� 

���oug� �ea�� �e mig�� �es��oy (G�. ka�a�geo, �e��e� i�ac�i�e. �u��i�ge�.Ǽ �im ��a� 

�a� ��e �owe� o� �ea��, ��a� is, ��e �e�i�ǲ ŗś A�� �e�i�e� ��em w�o ���oug� �ea� o� 

�ea�� we�e a�� ��ei� �i�e�ime su��ec� �o �o��age.Ȅ 
e�. Ř:1Ś-15. 
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�o�ice ��e way �au� e¡��esses ��is ��ocess �y w�ic� ‘��e �ia�o�osȂ was 

�e��e�e� i�ac�i�e �y C��is�. “��a� t�ro�g� �eat� �e mig�� �e�tro¢ �im ��a� 

�a� t�e �o er o� �eat�, ��a� is, t�e �evi�ǲȄ C��is�, “���oug� (Gr. �iaǼ �ea�� . , 
‘�e��e�e� i�ac�i�eȂ “��e �e�i�Ȅ . I� is �a�e���y o��ious ��a� w�a�e�e� “ ��e �e�i�Ȅ 

is, i� was �e��e�e� i�ac�i�e “ ���oug� �ea��Ȅ. ��is s�a�eme�� is com��e�e�y 

co�sis�e�� wi�� ��e ��e�ious e¡�osi�io� o� Ge. ř:ŗś. ��e �e�i�, o� ‘ se��e��Ȃ i� 

�uma� �a�u�e is ��e ‘ �aw o� si� Ȃ i� i�s ‘mem�e�sȂ. I� ��e �e�i� was sim��y si�, ��a� 

is ac�s o� ��a�sg�essio�, �ow �i� ��e �ea�� o� C��is� ‘�es��oyȂ ��a�sg�essio�s? 

O�ce a si� is commi��e� ��e�e is �o way o� ‘wi����awi�gȂ i�. �u���e�, C��is� �a� 

�o� ��a�sg�esse�. 

��e �i�e�a� mea�i�g o� ��e wo�� ‘ �ia�o�osȂ a��s �o ou� 

u��e�s�a��i�g, �ei�g ma�e u� o� �wo G�eek wo��s, o� �a��ic�es, ‘ �ia Ȃ a�� 

‘�o�osȂ. ��e i�ea �ei�g, �o ‘���ow ac�ossȂ o� ‘cause �o c�oss o�e�Ȃ . We mig�� 

ask, ���ow w�a�, a�� ac�oss w�a�? W�e� we co��em��a�e �au�Ȃs 

wo��s i� �oma�s ŝ, we �a�e ��e a�swe�s. ��e o��ec� ‘ ���ow� Ȃ is 

��e �e�so�, ��a� w�ic� ��ey a�e ‘ ���ow� ac�ossȂ is ��e �ema�ca�io� , 
o� �i�e ��aw� �y ��e �aw o� Go�. I� ��e �o��owi�g s�o�� e¡��ac� 

��om T�e �a�t �a¢� o� ���a�Ȃ� Commo� ea�t� , ��o��e� ��omas is 

comme��i�g o� ��e �a�es, i� ��e �a�a��e o� ��e W�ea� a�� ��e �a�es.

“��e e�emy ��a� sowe� ��em is �o �ia�o�os, ��e se�uce�Ȅǲ o�, 

as �e�e� a�� �ames �e�i�e i�, “��e �us�s o� ��e ��es�,Ȅ �y, o� 

���oug� w�ic� me� a�e e��ice� - 2 �e�e� ii. ŗ8ǲ �ames i. ŗ4, 

ŗś. ��e ��es�, w�ic� is Si�Ȃs ��es�, is “��e e�emy,Ȅ o� e�mi�y 

agai�s� Go� a�� �is �aw (�om. �iii. ŝǼ, a�� t�e �e��cer 

 �ic� ca��e� me� to tra��gre�� , or ��t t�em�e�ve� acro�� 

t�e �i�e, or o� t�e  ro�g �i�e o� t�i�g� �or�i��e� . W�e� 

�esus sai� �o ��e �ews, i� ��e wo��s o� ��e E�g�is� �e�sio�, 

“Ye a�e o� you� �a��e�, ��e �e�i�, a�� ��e �us�s o� you� �a��e� 

ye wi�� �o,Ȅ i� was equi�a�e�� �o sayi�g, “Ye a�e �o�� o� ��e 

��es�, a�� ��e �us�s o� ��e ��es� you wi�� �o.Ȅ

��e ‘�o��Ȃ �y�e is �o �ig��ig�� ��e �oi�� �ake� ��om ��e �i�e�a� mea�i�g o� 

‘�ia�o�osȂ, �o cause �o �e ���ow� ac�oss.

A commo� ‘a�gume��Ȃ use� �o �emo�s��a�e ��a� �e�i� equa�s Si�, o� 

ac�s o� ��a�sg�essio�, uses Sc�i��u�e suc� as ��e �o��owi�g. 

“�o�asmuc� ��e� as ��e c�i���e� a�e �a��ake�s o� ��es� a�� ��oo�, �e a�so �imse�� 

�ikewise �ook �a�� o� ��e sameǲ ��a� ���oug� �ea�� �e mig�� �es��oy �im ��a� �a� ��e 

�owe� o� �ea��, ��a� is, ��e �e�i�ǲȄ 
e� Ř:1Ś. 
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“� �ea��, w�e�e is ��y s�i�g? � g�a�e, w�e�e is ��y �ic�o�y? ś6 T�e s�i�g o� 

�ea�� is si�ǲ a�� ��e s��e�g�� o� si� is ��e �aw. śŝ �u� ��a�ks �e �o Go�, w�ic� gi�e�� 

us ��e �ic�o�y ���oug� ou� Lo�� �esus C��is�.Ȅ I Cor. 15:55-Ŝ7.  

��om ��ese quo�es ��e �o��owi�g sy��ogism is co�s��uc�e�.

�ir�t �remi�e - ��e �e�i� �as ��e ‘�owe�Ȃ o� �ea��. 

�eco�� �remi�e - Si� �as ��e ‘�owe�Ȃ o� �ea��.

Co�c���io� - ��e�e�o�e ��e ‘�e�i�Ȃ a�� ‘Si�Ȃ, ��a� is ��a�sg�essio�s,

mus� �e ��e o�e a�� ��e same.

T�ere m��t �e �omet�i�g  ro�g  it� t�i� arg�me�t, �eca��e C�ri�t, 

‘w�o �i� �o si�Ȃ, ��a� is, �e �i� �o� ��a�sg�ess o�ce,  �ie�! I� �e �ie� ‘�o� ou� 

si�sȂ, ��a�sg�essio�s, �ow ��e� is ��e �ig��eous�ess o� Go� �ec�a�e�?

I� i� is c�aime�, ‘
e �ie� �ecause o� ou� si�sȂ, o� ��a� �e �ie� ‘�o� us Ȃ �a��e� 

��a� ‘�i�s� �o� �imse��Ȃ, ��e� C��is� is ma�e a Su�s�i�u�e �o� us. I� �owe�e� we 

�ecog�i£e ��a� ‘si�Ȃ is use� “i� t o �ri�ci�a� acce�tatio��Ȅ (�o�, ‘ �wo as�ec�s Ȃ 

as some �ike �o say, i� o��e� �o c�ou� ��e issueǼ, ��e� we �a�e “ si�Ȅ s�a��i�g 

�y me�o�ymy, �o� “ ��e �aw o� si� i� my mem�e�sȄ (as we�� as �i�e�a�y, �o� ‘ou� 

��a�sg�essio�sȂǼ. ��e� you �a�e C��is� as a ��u�y Re�re�e�tative Ma� . ��e 

use o� me�o�ymy �oes �o� make �
E �Aw o� SI� �a�is�, i� is s�i�� �us� as �ea� 

w�e� �e��ese��e� �y “ si�Ȅ as i� is w�e� ca��e� “ ��e �aw o� si�Ȅ. See E��i� 

I�rae�, �.ŗ2ş.

“A �is�ega�� �o� me�o�ymy a�� e��i�sis i� suc� s�a�eme��s, 

�as �e� �o mos� o� ��e e��o�s o� ��e a�os�acyǲ a�� is �ea�i�g 

some �ack �o ��em, w�o �a� esca�e�.Ȅ  
��o��e� � �o�e��s. See ‘ ��it¢ �ookȂ �.8ŗ. 

�au� c�ea��y i��o�ms us ��a� ‘�ea��Ȃ o� mo��a�i�y, e��e�e� ��e wo��� �y 

A�amȂs si�, a�� as A�amȂs ��oge�y, acco��i�g �o ��e �aw o� i��e�i�a�ce, we a�e 

a�� �o�� ‘mo��a�Ȃ. W�e�e�o�e, as �y o�e ma� si� e��e�e� i��o ��e wo���, a�� �ea�� �y 

si�ǲ a�� so �ea�� �asse� u�o� a�� me�, �o� ��a� a�� �a�e si��e�: Rom. 5:1Ř. 

We a�e ‘mo��a�Ȃ �ecause we i��e�i� a �a�u�e ��a� was co��em�e� i� E�e�, 

�ecause o� ��a�sg�essio� . I� a��i�io�, “a�� �a�e si��e� a�� come s�o�� o� ��e 

g�o�y o� Go�Ȅ, ��a� is Ȃa��Ȃ e¡ce��i�g ��e So� o� Go�. We a�e co��em�e� �y 

i��e�i�a�ce (‘a mis�o��u�e, �o� a c�imeȂǼ, a�� a�so co��em�e� �o� ou� ac�io�s. 

I� was ��e �ecog�i�io� o� ��is �o�e�ess s�a�e ��a� cause� ��e A�os��e �o e¡c�aim, 

“� w�e�c�e� ma� ��a� I am! w�o wi�� �e�i�e� me ��om ��is �o�y o� �ea��? Ȅ

Roma�� 7:ŘŚ. R�V.
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It i� �ot ����icie�t to �tate t�at C�ri�t was o�r Re�re�e�tative. It m��t 

�e ��o � i�  �at way �e  a� o�r re�re�e�tative.


ow ��e� a�e we ‘�e�i�e�e�Ȃ? �y “ �ei�g �us�i�ie� ��ee�y �y �is g�ace

 T
R��G
 ��e �e�em��io� ��a� is i� C��is� �esus : 2ś W�om Go� �a�� se� �o��� 

�o �e a ��o�i�ia�io� ���oug� �ai�� i� �is ��oo�, �o �ec�a�e �is �ig��eous�ess  

�o� ��e �emissio� o� si�s ��a� a�e �as�, ���oug� ��e �o��ea�a�ce o� Go�ǲ 
26 �o �ECLA�E, I say, a� ��is �ime 
IS �IG
�E�USNESS: t�at �e mig�� �e 

�us�, a�� ��e �us�i�ie� o� �im w�ic� �e�ie�e�� i� �esus .Ȅ Roma�� 3:ŘŚ-ŘŜ.

��e �u��ame��a� issue i� ��e �i�i�e sc�eme o� �eco�ci�ia�io� is, “ �o 

�ec�a�e �is �ig��eous�essȄ. I� is ��e �asis u�o� w�ic� Ya�we� ca� ‘�ec�a�eȂ 

us �o �e ‘�ig��eousȂ �y im�u�a�io�.

We �o�e ��om ��ese wo��s o� �au�, ��a� ��e �emissio� o� ou� �as� ac�s 

o� si� is “ ���oug� ��e �o��ea�a�ce o� Go�Ȅ. I� ca��o� �e ‘ea��e�Ȃ suc� as 

wages, i� is a ‘gi��Ȃ. I� a��i�io�, we �ecei�e, i� a �igu�e, a co�e�i�g �o� ou� 

�e�i�e� �a�u�e, �y �ei�g i��i�i�ua��y i�e��i�ie� wi�� w�a� is �e��ese��e� 

�y ��e �ea�� o� ��e So� o� Go�. ��is �e�mi�s suc� ‘co�e�e�Ȃ i��i�i�ua�s 

�o a���oac� ��e �ei�y “ wi�� �o���essȄ seeki�g �o�gi�e�ess a�� me�cy �o� 

�ai�u�e �o u��o�� 
is �aw. “ �e�o��, I come as a ��ie�. ��esse� is �e ��a� wa�c�e��, 

a�� kee�e�� �is ga�me��s, �es� �e wa�k �ake�, a�� ��ey see �is s�ame.Ȅ A�oc. 

1Ŝ:15. “Was� me ���oug��y ��om mi�e i�iqui�y, a�� c�ea�se me ��om my si�. ř �o� 

I ack�ow�e�ge my ��a�sg�essio�s: a�� my si� is e�e� �e�o�e me.Ȅ ��a. 51:Ř-3.

W�a� �as �ee� �o�e i� o��e� �o make a�ai�a��e suc� e�o�mous 

��i�i�eges? Ya�we� �equi�es ��a� eac� o� us, w�o �esi�e �o �e a �a�� o� 


is �u��ose �o �i�� ��is ea��� wi�� 
is g�o�y, s�ou�� �ecog�ise ��e e�o�mi�y

 o� ‘si�Ȃ, i� �o�� i�s acce��a�io�s, a�� ��e �ig���ess o� 
is co��em�a�io� �o 

�ea��, �ecause o� si�. We a�� �ie as a �esu�� o� ��a� co��em�a�io� i� E�e�, 

��a� o��y ��o�es ��e co��em�a�io� is e��ec�i�e. �ecause we a�e a�� ‘si��e�sȂ, 

ou� �ea�� i� �o way �ec�a�es ��e co��em�a�io� i� E�e� �o �e ‘�ig��Ȃ. 


owe�e�, Ya�we� ��o�i�e� 
is “ o��y �ego��e�Ȅ So�, �o�� o� a woma�

 a�� ��e�e�o�e �ea�i�g ��e same co��em�a�io�. Go� ma�e ��is So� ‘s��o�gȂ 

�y �i�i�e �ege��a� a�� a�oi��i�g, so ��a� �ei�y, i� a�� �oge��e� wi�� 
is 

So�, o�e�came ��e Se��e�� o� �ia�o�os i� ��a� cu�se� �a�u�e. �u��i�g �o 

�ea�� o� ��e S�ake ��e �a�u�e �ea�i�g wi��i� i�s se�� ��e �aw o� Si�. ��e 

�ig��eous�ess o� �ei�y �a�i�g �ee� ‘�ec�a�e�Ȃ, ��e E�e��a� S�i�i� cou�� 

��e� �us��y �aise u� 
is So�, a�� �emo�e ��e cu�se o� E�e� �y a c�a�ge 

o� �aime��, o� �y ‘asce��i�gȂ �o S�i�i� �a�u�e. “ Now �os�ua was c�o��e� 

wi�� �i���y ga�me��s, a�� s�oo� �e�o�e ��e a�ge�.  4 A�� �e a�swe�e� a�� s�ake 

u��o ��ose ��a� s�oo� �e�o�e �im, sayi�g, Take away ��e �i���y ga�me��s ��om 

�im. A�� u��o �im �e sai�, �e�o��, I �a�e cause� ��i�e i�iqui�y �o �ass 

��om ��ee, AN� I WILL CL�T
E T
EE WIT
 C
ANGE �� RAI�ENT.Ȅ �ec. 3:3-Ś.
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I� ��is �isio� �ec�a�ia� sees YȂ�o�s�uag (
e��ew �o� ‘�os�ua/�esusȂǼ 

a��e� �is �esu��ec�io�. YȂ�o�s�uag is �e��ese��e� as “c�o��e� wi�� �i���y 

ga�me��sȄ  - mo��a�, si��u� ��es� - ��a� �a� �ee� cause� �o ‘s�a�� agai�Ȃ. ��e 

a��e��i�g A�ge� comma��s ��a� ��ese ‘ga�me��sȂ �e �ake� away, a�� ��a� 

YȂ�o�s�uag �e c�o��e� wi�� a “c�a�ge o� �aime��Ȅ . ��e �esu�� o� w�ic� is, 

��e A�ge� �ec�a�es, “�e�o��, I �a�e cause� �
INE INIQUI�Y �o �ass ��om ��ee ,Ȅ

 ��a� is, ��e “�aw o� si� a�� �ea��Ȅ ��e cause o� ��e “�i���i�ess o� ��e ��es� Ȅ was 

�emo�e� �y a c�a�ge o� �a�u�e (�aime��Ǽ . A c�a�ge ��om ��es� a�� ��oo� �a�u�e, 

�o ��e “��es� a�� �o�esȄ o� S�i�i� �a�u�e.

��ese ���ee ‘s�e�sȂ i� ��e �i�i�e sc�eme o� �e�em��io� a�e a�so se� �o��� 

i� �oma�s ŗ4. “ �o� �o ��is e�� C��is� �o�� �ie�, a�� �ose, a�� �e�i�e�, ��a� �e 

mig�� �e Lo�� �o�� o� ��e �ea� a�� �i�i�g. Ȅ Rom. 1Ś:9. ��e G�eek, use� �y ��e 

S�i�i� i� �au�, s�ows ��a� �o ‘�iseȂ a�� ‘�e�i�eȂ a�e �wo se�a�a�e s�ages o� ��e 

��ocess o� a��ai�i�g immo��a�i�y. See E�reka, �o�. ś, �. 2ř6-2řŝ.

��is So� o� Ma�, a��e� a �i�e o� �e��ec��y ma�i�es�i�g �is �a��e�Ȃs 

c�a�ac�e�, o�e�ie���y a�� wi��i�g�y su�mi��i�g �o �ea�� o� ��e s�ake, �y ��is 

was ma�e a� u�am�iguous �ec�a�a�io�, ��a� ��e co��em�a�io� �o �ea�� 

o� ��e �a�u�e ��a� �a� si��e� i� E�e�, was �ig��eous. ��is �ec�a�a�io�, o� 

“se��i�g �o���Ȅ �ecame ��e �asis �o� “ ��e �o��ea�a�ce o� Go� Ȅ. “W�om Go� �a�� 

se� �o��� �o �e a ��o�i�ia�io� ���oug� �ai�� i� �is ��oo�, �o �ec�a�e �is �ig��eous�ess 

�o� si�s ��a� a�e �as�, ���oug� ��e �o��ea�a�ce o� Go�ǲȄ Rom. 3:Ř5.

��e ��i�ci��es se� �o���, o� ‘�ec�a�e�Ȃ, i� ��e �ea�� o� ��e A�oi��e� 

So� o� �ei�y, a�e so im�o��a�� ��a� Ya�we� �as ma�e i� a �i�a� co��i�io� 

u�o� w�ic� 
e is ��e�a�e� �o e¡e�cise ‘�o��ea�a�ceȂ, ‘me�cyȂ a�� ‘g�aceȂ. 

Ya�we� �as ‘se� �o���Ȃ i� ��e �ea�� o� 
is So� o� a S�ake - A �EC�A�A�IO� 

O� 
is �IG
�EOUS�ESS. O� ou� u��e�s�a��i�g a�� i�e��i�ica�io� wi�� ��is 

‘�ec�a�a�io�Ȃ ���oug� �a��ism “ i��o 
i� �ea��Ȅ Rom. Ŝ:3, a�� �ei�g “��a��e� 

�oge��e� i� ��e �ike�ess o� 
i� �ea��Ȅ Rom. Ŝ:5, Go� is ��e�a�e� �o e¡e�cise 

�o��ea�a�ce, a�� �o co�si�e� us as ‘c�o��e�Ȃ wi�� ��e �ig��eous�ess �ec�a�e� 

�y 
is So�.

��e So� o� Ma� ‘�e��ese��e�Ȃ us i� a�� ways, wi�� ��e e¡c�usio� o� a 

“ca��a� mi��Ȅ  a�� ��e i�e�i�a��e �esu��i�g �iso�e�ie�ce. I� i� we�e �o� so, 

�is �ea�� o� ��e s�ake cou�� i� �o way �ec�a�e ��e �ig��eous�ess o� Go�, 

a�� ��e�e wou�� �e �o way we cou�� �ecei�e im�u�e� ‘�ig��eous�essȂ, a�� 

��e�e�o�e we cou�� �a�e �o �a�� i� ��e �i�i�e �u��ose �o �i�� ��e ea��� wi�� 


is G�o�y. 

�� �ECLA�E, I say, a� ��is �ime 
IS �IG
�E�USNESS: t�at �e mig�� �e 

�us�, a�� ��e �us�i�ie� o� �im w�ic� �e�ie�e�� i� �esus .Ȅ Rom.3:ŘŜ.
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